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was to discourage hoarding, but they were not insensible to its
consequent prestige. Rank and station were determined largely
by the state of one's fortune, which they could only determine
with certainty by the possessions one gave away.
While they differ in language and general appearance, the
natives of Alaska are all more or less closely related and have
much in common. Unlike the plains Indians, they are of short
stature, less graceful carriage and more deliberate manner, having
light brown skins, flat Oriental features, slanting brown eyes and
stringy black hair. Their voices are deep, guttural and melodious;
when among friends they laugh easily and talk incessantly. In
disposition they are friendly and sociable, but independent,
aggressive, cunning, suspicious of strangers, quick to anger and
pitiless in retaliation.
Since time inimeinorable they have been divided into two great
families, or clans, the Eagles and Ravens, traditionally descending
from an eagle and a raven, respectively. Marriage within the
clan was forbidden to prevent inbreeding; therefore the Eagles
and Ravens were customarily at war, chiefly for the purpose of
securing wives* Raids on an enemy village were undertaken: after
a proper show of resistance all the marriageable young women
were captured, and the wedding ceremony was concluded when
the bride was carried, or dragged, to her new home and tossed
into a corner of the hut. Presently the outraged village would
organize a revenging raid and, if possible, collect something more
than quid pro quo.
Children belonged to the mother and her clan. Their first few
months were spent in a deerskin sling hanging on the mother's
b&ck; later they were bound in a bark cradle lined with moss or
for and deposited safely above the reach of wild animals. They
were nursed until able to chew the regular food; when they could
walk they were dressed in a single shirt. In former times clothing
was made of skins fashioned into loose-fitting shirts, leggings and
boots; by the time I reached the territory these fur garments were
rare. Fish and game comprised the chief diet, caught in reed nets
and deadfalls when not killed with bow and arrow, spear or
harpoon. Much of the food was consumed raw, dried or smoked*
bolt on special occasions it was boiled with various edible roots,
Iwte and bulbs in large watertight baskets into which hot stones
were dropped.
Tobacco was introduced by the Russians,, but was scarce and